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Career Center instructor named JAMA’s Educator of the Year 
 

JACKSON, Mich. – John Riedeman, Engineering and Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
instructor at the Jackson Area Career Center, has been named the Jackson Area 
Manufacturers Association’s (JAMA) 2013 Educator of the Year.  
 
The award was presented alongside the 2013 Student, Apprentice, and Manufacturer of 
the Year winners at JAMA’s annual awards dinner celebration on January 13, 2014 at the 
Country Club of Jackson.    
 
“John is a great asset to the Career Center, and provides our students with a high level of 
engineering problem solving skills,” said Mark Pogliano, principal of the Jackson Area 
Career Center.  
 
Riedeman, who has served on the instructor’s staff at the Career Center for nearly four 
years, leads Jackson County students in Engineering/PLTW to develop basic engineering 
skills that apply to a wide range of career fields. He works to expand his students’ real-
world experiences and perspectives by connecting his classroom with other programs at 
the Career Center, including Welding and Precision Machining. John is also heavily 
involved in Jackson County’s FIRST Robotics program as a mentor.  
 
Riedeman has brought to the Career Center the knowledge gained from 15 years of 
experience as a manufacturing engineer and project manager with companies such as 
Ford Motor Company and ADCO.  
 
The JAMA Educator of the Year Award is an annual recognition of an outstanding 
teacher or administrator that has contributed significantly to the advancement of 
engineering, manufacturing and/or industrial technology education in our region. In 
particular, this award recognizes your efforts and leadership related to support of 
engineering instruction throughout Jackson County and within the Manufacturing Cluster 
at the Jackson Area Career Center. 
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Caption: John Riedeman, Jackson Area Career Center Engineering/PLTW instructor, 
named Jackson Area Manufacturers Association (JAMA) 2013 educator of the year. 
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