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Career Center Celebrates CTE Month 

 “Career and Technical Education Works!” 
 

JACKSON, Mich. – Over 4,000 eighth and tenth-grade students will visit the Jackson Area 
Career Center Feb 1-8 to kickoff Career Technical Education (CTE) month. The celebration ends 
with the Career Center’s annual Open House on Feb. 28. 

Each year, February is proclaimed CTE month by Michigan’s Governor Rick Snyder and the 
Association for Career and Technical Education. This year’s ACTE theme is Career and 
Technical Education Works!  

While activities are promoted around the country to highlight the benefits of career and technical 
education, the Career Center invites students to get their hands on technology in classrooms 
while exploring this option as an elective to their high school schedules. 

“Sooner or later, we all enter the workforce,” said Kathleen Rypkema, Dean of CTE 
Programming at the Career Center, “Our focus is to make sure all students make the connection 
between education and careers and begin to recognize how to get ahead on college or careers 
through the Career Center.” 

The Career Center opened in 1976 as a cooperative venture of local school districts. Today, it is 
one of the leading career and technical training centers in the state.  

Each year, approximately 1,200 eleventh- and twelfth-grade students from 15 Jackson County 
high schools enroll in one of the 30 classes to enhance their high school experience. The Career 
Center offers classes in Agriscience, Automotive Technology, Army JROTC, Computer 
Information Technology, Construction, Cosmetology, Culinary Arts, Engineering and 
Manufacturing, Firefighting, Health Sciences, to Law Enforcement, Marketing, Teacher 
Education, and Visual Communications.    

The Career Center works with local school counselors to offer high school credit, college credits, 
workforce training, and industry certifications. Advisory committees work with each area of 
instruction to keep an eye on changing industry trends and opportunities for students to succeed. 

“Careers by choice, not by chance; that’s what we do here,” said Rypkema. 
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Photo Caption: ACTE and Governor Rick Snyder proclaim February as CTE Month. 
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