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Dental Hygienist gets help from 
Career Center ‘fairy godmother’ 

 
JACKSON, Mich. – Dental hygienist Alicia Owens always knew where she wanted to be, but 
never expected the help she got to get there from her “fairy godmother” at the Jackson Area 
Career Center. 

“I enrolled in the Dental program because I knew I wanted to be in the dental field since day 
one,” said Owens, 2006 Jackson High graduate and a Career Center dental occupations student. 
“I visited the class during 10th grade tours and knew it was where I wanted to be.” 

Owens continued her education at Ferris State University (FSU) and became a registered dental 
hygienist, then took her skills to Cincinnati where she is working as a dental hygienist for the 
Center for Esthetic Dentistry.  

“Alicia was driven to succeed,” said Karen Bollheimer, Career Center dental instructor and 2012 
Jackson Magazine Teacher-of-the-year. “I tell my students to always have the end goal in sight.” 

Owens never lost sight of her goals. She was never afraid to say that she would be the first in her 
family to graduate from high school and from college. Although there were tough hurdles along 
the way, she never gave up. 

The FSU program was challenging for Owens, but she stayed focused and relied on her strong 
family and church support system and her Career Center instructor to help her through. 

“I stayed in touch with Mrs. Bollheimer,” Owens said. “She acted as my fairy godmother, 
encouraging me with positive thoughts every step of the way, even sending me a set of dental 
tools to practice with so I could perfect my skills.”  

Today, she is proud of her independence and her rewarding job which meets her ultimate 
personal goal of helping others.  

Her advice to high school students today is this, “Take school seriously.  Look at your ACT 
scores and challenge yourself with some hard classes. Things don’t always work out as planned. 
Have a plan B, just in case.”     

To date, 373 graduated have earned the title of Jackson Area Career Center Distinguished Alumni. 
The Jackson Area Career Center was established in 1976 and is a service of the Jackson County 
Intermediate School District. More information about the Career Center is available at 
http://www.jacc-mi.net. 
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Photo caption: Alicia Owens, 2006 Jackson High School graduate and Career Center dental occupations 
completer, was the first in her family to graduate from college and now works at the Center for Esthetic 
Dentistry in Cincinnati. 
 
 
CONTACTS:   
Karen Bollheimer 
Dental Instructor 
(517) 768-5154 
karen.bollheimer@jcisd.org 
  
Cindy Lyons 
Communications and Career Prep Coordinator 
 (517) 768-5211 
cindy.lyons@jcisd.org 
 
 
 
 


