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Engineering Student Lands Scholarship to 

Kettering University through Summer Program 
 
JACKSON, Mich. – Jackson Area Career Center Engineering/PTLW student Lorenzo 
Arce, a senior at Columbia Central High School, jumped on the chance to attend 
Kettering University’s Academically Interested Minds (AIM) summer program and 
landed a $5,000 scholarship. 
 
The scholarship is renewable for the next 4.5 years for a total of $22,500. 
 
“It’s pretty cool,” said Arce. “We were at Kettering for over a month and took classes in 
calculus, chemistry, economics, business, and computer programming. I loved it.” 
 
Arce was one of 30 students who attended this no-cost, five-week residential pre-college 
summer program designed to reach greater numbers of multi-cultural students who have a 
strong interest in engineering, math, science, and business. The top 25 students received 
scholarships. 
 
“I really liked the chemistry labs and I learned that I liked computer programming using 
Visual Basic,” said Arce. “At first I thought programming was hard, and something you 
had to already know, but the instructor made it easy to learn.” 
 
Next fall, Arce is keeping his options open and considering enrollment in several colleges 
for mechanical, electrical, or computer engineering, but is now taking a serious look at 
Kettering University after this experience. 
 
“This (AIM Summer Program) will really look good on my resume!” said Arce. 
 
After taking Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) and Principles of Engineering 
(POE) at Columbia Central, Arce enrolled in the Career Center’s Digital Electronics (DE) 
and Engineering Design & Development (EDD) in his junior year.  These classes are 
strategically mapped out between local schools and the Career Center to develop the 
engineering interests of high school students. They are part of the nationally recognized 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) focus program called Project Lead 
The Way (PTLW).   
 



“I am hopeful that more students will see the value of the Career Center’s Engineering 
program and the benefits of success at their fingertips with a career in engineering,” said 
John Riedeman, Career Center Engineering/PLTW instructor.  “Engineering is a high 
demand field, and we are getting students exposure that will give them a leg up on 
college and a career.” 
 
“The Career Center is the best choice I have made in high school,” said Arce. “These 
classes make me look forward to getting out of bed each morning. What I am learning 
will make me very hirable.” 
 
For more information, go to www.jacc-mi.net, http://www.kettering.edu/admissions/pre-
college-programs/academically-interested-minds, and www.pltw.org. 
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Caption:	  Columbia	  Central	  senior	  Lorenzo	  Arce	  is	  pictured	  in	  his	  Career	  Center	  Engineering/PLTW	  
class.	  
	  
	  
CONTACTS:    
John Riedeman, Engineering/PLTW Instructor 
(517) 768-5177 
john.riedeman@jcisd.org 

 
Cindy Lyons, Communications 
(517) 768-5211 
cindy.lyons@jcisd.org

	  
	  


