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Former Career Center student wins Emmy Award 
 
JACKSON, Mich. – You can’t blame Ben Folts, a former Jackson Area Career Center 
student and a 1999 graduate of Columbia Central High School, for smiling while holding 
the Emmy Award he received in September in Los Angeles.  
 
After all, it was his first. 
 
Folts won the Emmy for his editing work done on the 2012 HBO Rock Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony. His career path to the Emmy started in the Visual Communications 
class at the Career Center where he got a chance to explore something he liked to do.  
 
After college at Full Sail University in Orlando, Fla., he and a couple friends headed to 
California. Folts found work at the Humphey Yogart yogart shop where he rubbed 
elbows with some important people in Hollywood. Eventually, he landed a job as a film 
editor with Chainsaw, Inc., in Los Angeles.  
 
Folts credits the Career Center for giving him his start. 
  
“The Jackson Area Career Center allowed me to explore passions and talents I wouldn't 
have otherwise had access to,” said Folts. “With the help of the Career Center, I now go 
to work every day with a smile on my face.” 
 
In his editing position, Folts works on big-name shows. Chainsaw’s credits include 
America’s Got Talent, American Idol, and the 79th Annual Academy Awards.  
 
Folts will be honored as a Distinguished Alumni in an awards ceremony Tuesday, Oct. 
16, at the Career Center along with 21 other deserving alumni. 
 
For more information, go to www.jacc-mi.net. 
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Caption:	  Columbia	  Central	  1999	  graduate	  and	  Career	  Center	  Visual	  Communications	  alum,	  Ben	  Folts	  is	  
pictured	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  holding	  the	  Emmy	  award	  he	  won	  in	  September	  for	  editing	  the	  2012	  HBO	  Rock	  
Hall	  of	  Fame	  Induction	  Ceremony.	  	  
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