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Dental project makes a difference in Africa 
 
JACKSON, Mich. – Although they will not compete at the HOSA Future 
Health Professionals National Leadership Conference until next month, a 
team of dental students already consider themselves winners by making a 
difference in the lives of children in Burundi. 
 
When the Jackson Area Career Center’s HOSA team of Hannah Baum 
(Springport), Cassidy Kenyon (Western), Savannah Musbach (East 
Jackson), and Libby Deraedt (Western), heard that children in Africa were 
using sticks to brush their teeth, they set a passionate goal to get 
toothbrushes to these kids. 
 
“This group of young ladies was determined to make a difference,” said 
Karen Bollheimer, Career Center dental instructor. “Their task in the HOSA 
competition was to teach a health-related lesson plan.” 
 
By coincidence, Bollheimer happened to run across Barb Vibbert from 
Spring Arbor University.  Vibbert’s daughter, Denise Patch, has been doing 
missionary work in Bujumbura, Burundi, and shared the details of children 
who were without simple dental hygiene.  
 
When Bollheimer shared this story with her class, the HOSA dental team 
leapt into action and began developing a project that would make a 
difference. 
 
“We did more research online and learned that children in Africa were using 
twigs and mixing their saliva to brush their teeth,” said Casssidy Kenyon. 
“They were getting slivers in their gums and mouth!” 
 
“We started emailing Barb Vibbert, and knew we had to develop a lesson 
plan that would overcome the language barrier – Kirundi, French and 
Swahili are used,” said Hannah Baum. “So we created a picture book lesson 
plan showing toothbrushes, brushing, toothpaste, and the mouth. Then we 



tested our lesson with the students in the Career Center Pre-School to see if 
they could follow our visual instructions.” 
 
“Through our contact with Barb Vibbert and her daughter, we were able to 
send a supply of toothbrushes, toothpaste, and our picture books to 
Burundi,” said Libby Deraedt. “When we received a message back and 
photos that included the children with our supplies, we knew we had made a 
difference.” 
 
“No matter how we place in HOSA nationals, we are already winners 
because we know we have made a difference,” said Savannah Musbach. 
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Photo 1 and Caption: Jackson Area Career Center Dental Occupations HOSA winning team of Cassidy Kenyon (Western), Libby 
Deraedt (Western), Hannah Baum (Springport), and Savannah Musbach (East Jackson) displaying their project that is making a 
difference in Burundi. 
 

 
Photo 2 and Caption: Workers in Burundi receiving the lesson plan and dental supplies for the children. 
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